
Rural China Education Foundation 
 

 
Who We Are 
 
The Rural China Education Foundation (RCEF) was formed in 2005 by young Chinese from both China 
and abroad. Our work is to promote education in rural China that empowers students to improve their 
lives and that of their communities. The Rural China Education Foundation is a registered non-profit 
organization that relies on the generosity of donations and volunteers. 

 
Motivation:  

 
There is a global significance about rural China when you consider that about 
one in every seven humans originated from or lives in rural China. Most 
Chinese children in rural areas obtain only basic schooling. They have a vast 
potential to develop their rural hometowns and break cycles of poverty and 
despair. However, whether they fulfill their potential to themselves and society 
depends on the goals and teaching methods of the education provided.  
 
The current curriculum of rural education relies heavily on rote memorization 
and tests, which limits student’s opportunities to obtain real world skills. 
Students are taught that the reason for schooling is to escape from the 
problems of their rural hometowns and not apply their newfound knowledge to 
solving those problems. What would it be like if rural education instead, helped 
rural students to cultivate analytical skills with a problem-solving 

mentality, which can instill community pride and a sense that they can make improvements ? 
This is RCEF’s quest. 
 
Our Work:  
 
RCEF collaborates with like-minded principals to transform their 
rural schools into models of educational innovation. We provide 
comprehensive support from management to teaching. RCEF 
takes a hands-on approach, recruiting staff to work side by side 
with local teachers. This way we can directly access and ratify 
new approaches in the field, providing continued support to local 
teachers.  

 
 
 
One local third grade homeroom teacher said:  
 
“After RCEF came to our school, I felt happier and more 
confident to try new things in my teaching. Before, 
whenever I had ideas, I would just stay quiet because I felt 
nobody would understand. Now I have RCEF teachers to 
talk to and discuss things with and it feels really good.” 
 
RCEF is a proactive organization. We organize and conduct 
summer camps, establish libraries and organize conferences so 

that teachers from all our established sites can network and share information with each other.  
 



 
A rural primary school principal from Henan Province said in a remark about RCEF:    
  
“Before participating in your program, I didn’t know there 
are so many people out there who care about rural 
schools. I am very happy that I got in contact with your 
organization. You gave me new motivation and ideas to 
improve the quality of rural education.”  
 
Site Profiles: 
 
Guan Ai Primary School (right)  is one of our sites. It is a 
privately managed non-profit boarding school located in Yongji, 
Shanxi Province, in central western China. It caters for 
students from grade one through to grade six. A well-rounded student development program through 
quality teaching methods and curriculum are current priorities.  
 

 Dadong Primary School (left)  in Congjiang County, Guizhou 
Province is another year-round site. Dadong Primary School is 
committed to developing effective educational approaches that 
integrate ethnic culture and connect school with society. The 
school follows the philosophy of progressive Chinese educator 
Tao Xingzhi, a former student of John Dewey, who pioneered 
educational models which helped students learn from life. It is 
committed to turning theory into practice and documenting the 
process. 

 
Funding & Awards: 
 
RCEF has been the beneficiary of funding and recognition from the Global Fund for Children, Echoing 
Green, Tiger Woods Foundation, Proliteracy Worldwide, Do Something, Susan Sarandon, Goldman 
Sachs, and individual donors.  RCEF has also received coverage on CCTV (China's major news channel) 
as well as newspapers, magazines, TV, and radio stations in North America and Europe.  
 
To Support Us: 
 
RCEF relies on donations for the continuation of these worthwhile programs. RCEF is a 501(c) (3) pubic 
charity registered in the U.S.A.  Donations in the U.S. are 100% tax-deductible . 
 

·  US $15  Sponsors a month's internet connection so teachers can access online   
  teaching resources 

·  US $150  Retains a good rural teacher in a village school by sponsoring one month's salary 
·  US $200  Sponsors a class field trip or special project that takes learning beyond the  

  textbook 
If you would like to assist RCEF by a donation or as a Volunteer, visit our website www.ruralchina.org  
and follow the links. Checks made payable to “Rural China Education Foundation” can also be sent to: 
 

Rural China Education Foundation 
PO Box 92424 

Rochester, NY 14692-0424 
U.S.A. 

 
www.ruralchina.org        info@ruralchina.org 


